NEW ASPECTS ON 

INDIAN 

HISTORY 



LOCAL, REGIONAL, NATIONAL 



New Aspects on Indian 
History 



Local, Regional, National 



Edited by 
Ashim Kumar Sarkar 
Kaushik Chakraborty 




NEW ASPECTS ON INDIAN HISTORY 
Ediled by Ashim kumar Sarkar & Kaushik Chakraborty 



© Ashim kumar Sarkar & Kaushik Chakraborty 



Fiat Published 
2011 



Published by 
Tandrila Chandra 
Readers Service 
59/5A Garfa Main Road 
Kolkala 700 075 
Phone : 2499-1171 



Printed by 
The Hallmark 
68/1B, Sikdar Bagan Sireel 
Kolkala- 700 004 

Typeset by 
LTM Graphics 
Baruipur, Kolkata-700 144 



ISBN : 978-81-87891-50-5 



Price : X 650.00 



Contents 



Acknowledgement 
Editorial 

Development-Impoverishment 

The Political Economy of Famines in 
Late 19th Century British India: 
A Case Study ofBerar Deccan 
Laxman D. Satya 

Development and Displacement: 
Growth of Calcutta in the 19th Century 
Bidisha Chakraborty 

Population Increase, Development and 

Ecological Disbalance: A Case Study 

of Darjeeling in Historical Setting 

Karubaki Datta 

The Sunderbans : A Case of 

Myopic Development 

Sanhita Sen 

Communication-New Frontier 

Telegraphy und The Emergence of an 
All-India Public Sphere 
Michael Mann 

Coochbehar State Railway and its Impact 
on Economy and Communication of the State 
Utpal Roy 

En viron ment-Development 

Whose Forests: History of Communal Forests 
in Colonial South India (Andhra) 
KM. Ravi Kumar 



Forests, Fields and Pasture: 
Environmental and Revenue Debates 
of Lund Usage in Colonial Assam 
Suryasikha Palhak 
Dams and Development: 
Social Costs of Unsettling Settlers 
Arabinda Samanta 
Caste-Identity 

Social and Caste Picture of North Bengal: 

A Case Study ofDarjeeling District 1835-1977 

Papiya Duttet 

Tlte Changing Trajectory of the Land-man 
Relationship in the Princely State of 
Cooch Behar: The Political Economy in 
Perspective (1773-1949) 
Prajna Paromita Sarkar 
Caste in Bengal. Colonial Construction 
ami Transactional Position 
Swagata Sarkar 

Religion, Revolt and the Confined World 
Madhurima Sen 

Reconstruction and Reassertion of 
Ethnic Identity: A Case Study of Rajbansi 
Kshatriya Movement in Malda 1911-1930 
Ashim Kumar Sarkar 
Science Policy 

Metropolis-Colony Relationship and Shaping 
the Institutions of Technical Education 
in Bengal (1830-1900) 
Suvobratd Sarkar 

India's Science Policy and the Parliamentarians 
Debashis Mandal 
About the Contributors 



ABOUT THE EDITORS 

Dr. Ashim Kumar Sarkar teaches in the Post- Graduate Department oi 
History. Malda College. Currently he is the Coordinator of the department. He 
has completed his M.Phil in T992 and Ph.D. from the University of North 
Bengal in 3011. His doctoral dissertation is on social, economic and political 
transition of Malda district of West Bengal between 1876 and 1953. His 
reseat-* interest les m Ga^dhian movements. Peasant and tnbal movements 



tdilur of Exolonng Hslo'y' (ISSN 2230-8430). a journal of modem Indian 
anc Asian history He p'cseited several omiihis in National inlerrational 
r.onterencos'l'ealsn n-ganiscd UGC. ICHRjtnd IGSSR sponso'eo National. 
International conte'en:** He pub ished several a-ticlcs or oeasan! protest. 
Inba' protest comrru-a ism and parlrlon Fariier he has pubishec a txxik 
Changing Profile of a Bengal District: Malda 1932-1950 (Kolkata, 2008). 
Currently he is doing revision works to publish his doctoral dissertation. 

Dr. Kaushik Chakraborty was an ICHR Junior Research Fellow in the 
Department of History of Jadavpur University and has completed his Ph.D. In 
2007 from Jadavpur University on the economic, political, socio-cultural and 
administrative history of Bengal between 1 700 and 1 857. Apart from this his 
research and study (articles and presentations) includes the Environmental 
History of India (Specially Bengal, Assam and North-East India) , The Book 
History of India, History of Bengal, History of Agriculture and Irrigation in India 
{specially Bengal, Assam and North East- India), History of Medicine of Assam 
and North East-India; Modernity and Progress, Revolt of 1857 in India and 
The Origins of the First World War Earlier He has published Dacolonising The 
Revolt of 1857 (Kolkata. 2007, ISBN 81-67391 -61-0) and Relocating The 
Origins of the First World War (Kolkata, 2008, ISBN 81-87891-79-3). He is 
also a member of the Editorial Board of "Exploring History" (ISSN 2230-8490). 
a journal of modem Indian and Asian History. He has organised UGC, ICHR 
and ICSSR funded national and international conferences. Presently he is 
teaching in the" Post-Graduate Department of History, Malda College. 




